A comparison of nematode control programs for cattle in south western Victoria.
Nematodiasis and its subsequent effect on production in Hereford weaner steers in western Victoria was studied during 1983 and 1984. In the first summer, steers were allocated to 2 replicates of 6 treatments--No treatment (Nil); Morantel slow release bolus in March (M1); Morantel bolus in March and June (M2); pour-on levamisole in January, May and July (R3); albendazole in January and July (V2) and albendazole in January, May and July, (V3). In 1984, treatment M2 was discontinued to provide extra replicates for Nil and M1. The replicate paddocks were 5 ha and were stocked with 7 and 8 steers in 1983 and 1984, respectively. Nematode egg counts in faeces, were generally less than 50 epg, indicating low numbers of adult nematodes. Faecal egg counts were highest in autumn and declined during the year. There was a significant (P = 0.02) effect of treatment on mean faecal egg count. Mean egg counts for treatment groups Nil and M1 were 16 and 10 epg above the overall mean (47 epg); those of the other treatments were 6 to 12 epg below the mean. There were no significant (P = 0.8) differences between treatments in the numbers of nematode larvae on pasture, during the experiment. At the end of both years of the experiment most nematodes (92%) were early fourth stage larvae of O. ostertagi. There were no consistent differences in nematode counts between treatments. There were no significant (P = 0.33) differences between treatments in bodyweights at any time during the experiment.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)